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The Unsatisfied . .

Castro and the Lxiles

SOVIET PREMIER Nikita
S, Khrushchev’s conditional
decision to dismantle “offen-
sive” missile bases in Cuba
may result in ; G

embarrassing
situations for
hoth Russia
and the Unit-
ed States.

MoscoWw
faces the pos-
sibility of a
split with Cu-
ban Premier :
¥idel Castro,
who has de- Kurm‘nan‘
manded far more stringent
~ concessions on the part. of
the United States than has
Khrushchev as the price for
settling the present crisis.

Washington may have coti-
sigerable difficulty explain-
' Ahg to the Cuban exiles based
on American territory—who
have already started com-
plaining—that a U. S. Inva-
slon of Cuba, on which most
of them have counted, is now
out of the question in view
of President Kennedy's
pledge to this effect.

It is not clear what . the
U. S. position will be toward
the question of attacks that
Cuban exiles may launch on
their own against Castro,

“Any compromise the Unit-
‘ed States makes with the
‘Russians is wrong,” Antonio
Varcna, a top leader of the
.CIA-supported Cuban Revo-
\uttonary Council told me
‘last night. “It would be as
 disastrous as the Bay of Pigs

par?

'failure. Citbans will continue

“to fight Castro regardless of
'Americgn policy.”

KHRUSHCHEV based his.

compliance with“U. 8. de-
mands” for dismantling the
bases solely on the Presi-
dent's promise to 1lft the
bloekade and to refrain from
invading Cuba. Mr. Kennedy
also expressed confidence
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that other nauons of the
Hemisphere would agree to
these terms.

But Castro, In a radlo
statement, added the de-
mands that the United States
cease all “subversive activi:
ties,” “pirate attacks,” and
syiolations” of Cuban naval

" sand alr space, 8B well  as
abandon the U. S. naval bhase
at Guantanamo.

It is conceivable that
Khrushchev and Castro
secretly agreed to present
two sets of conditions, pos-
sibly so that if Russia did
not carry out its agreement
it could argue that Cuba
simply would not cooperalc,
and could not be made to
comply in view of its sov-
ereign status.

But some U. 8. sources sald
they tended to believe at this
time that Castro was acling
on his own, perhaps in bitter
reaction to Khrushchev's re-
treat at the expense of Cuban
security and pride. On the
basis of this theory, Moscow
acted unilaterally without
more than informing its- Cu-
ban ally of its decision.

IN ANY EVENT, Khru.
shchey lssued his statement
only in his own name, and
not In conjunction with Cas-
tro, placing the Cuban Gov-
ernment In an embarrassing
position. The’ Cuban leader,
it is specu

tried desperately to extricate .
himself from a humiliating |

position by setting his {impos-
sible conditions.

For Fidel Castro, though &
Communist, is first of all an
egotlst;  according to people
who know him well. He is re-
garded as & man wha “does
not permit himself be
pushed around, even by the
world's top Red—an apprals-
al which, if correct, coul
. spell trouble for Khrushchev,
+ possibly before the curreny
.Lﬁcrlsls is resolved.
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ONE DANGER s that Cas- -
tro may try to seire the So-:
viét"missile bases and operate .
them Independently of Rus-!
sian wishes. ‘However, 'U. 8.
sources maintain that while
such action would: be phys- |- -
tcally possible, there belng |,
only about: 5000 Russians:in.
‘Cuba. it is unlikely. For, as
| one source put it, this would
‘be a form of: suicide in view
‘of Cuba's ‘econamic dopend-
ience on the Soviet Unjon
| Moreover, the Cubans prob- |-
' ably. do ‘not”have'ithe “tech- ¥

nicians to operate the bases. - :

Nevertheless, American of- -
ticials do not rule out the
possibllity of such a move, .
pointing out that Castro “has .
done some strange _thlngs." ‘

But whatever the immedi-
ate repercusslonsnf‘-“the ap- |,
narent division in opinion be-

' tween Moscow and Havana,
the long-range conseguences
; could be important indeed.
. Tt might mean, for one thing,
- that Russia will-have Jost its
first foothold in Latin Amer-

|
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At the samé time, it could
also mean that Cuba will find
itself abandoned by its power-

" ful friend, which might even®
lose interest ~evéntually. in
irying so hard to protect Cu-
ba. As Russia’s bifter squgb-
ble with Communist: Chifia
and Albania has Indicated

the Soviet Unlon uguallyiis-

not in a mood to help fellow .
Communist statea#‘lgat donot -
|| take orders from Moscow, . -

The Cuban -Communist::

regime might  then 'beooi}ie
san easier target. for its:
enemies, internal and exter- -
nal, Another possibility is°.
that the Castro goverillr .
ance abandoned *by . ;
might actualy try to! iir‘ijn .
relations with® the " .nl‘ ;
States as the only mieans 'of
staying alive.
| In any case, 8 Khrushchev. =
“astro split could mean the : -

¢ ~ginning of the end of com-
ghynism in Cuba, ' ¢
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